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What Works?

(Source: Adelman, C. (2006). The toolbox revisited: Paths to degree completion from high school through
college. Washington D.C.: U.S. Department of Education)

“The academic intensity of the student’s high school curriculum still
counts more than anything else in precollegiate history in providing
momentum toward completing a bachelor’s degree.”

Of students who completed a curriculum roughly equal to or greater
than the 2010 HEAR and needed no remediation:

® 95% earned bachelor’s degrees
® 41% earned graduate degrees
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What’s Missing?
Adelman’s research suggests that the predictive power of the
academic intensity of high school curriculums outweigh that of

Test scores and grades. (pg. 5, 2006)

By moving to top two quintiles on curriculum measure and
completing math beyond Algebra II:

* Predicted African-American degree attainment improved from

45% to 73%

+  Predicted Latino degree attainment improved from 61% to 79%

* These trends were “considerably greater than the influence of moving into the top
two quintiles of either test scores or class rank/GPA”
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5th Grade CSAP to

Colorado ACT Predictions
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Data Access System: READING
Recent Assessment Data (RAD) STUDENT LIST REPORT by GRADE
P e — ol

Feport inchu

arge <=
" Flange <
Tebr Batings | [WNAT |

in |G |cmar| s
a
|m
[ |s
[
e )
[mf s 1

o el

W, s |
| ] s | I R A
| |

v )
| _ w2 |Pew on
|= | oma o |m.| w

|- inul| LU LR

w ~r .t

I [oma - -

; En o | ot o | | o]
] i = bl el B

" | oma 4 AL |

Western States Benchmarking Consortium -
AASA 2007



