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Performance Management with KPIs

Dedicated to Excellence

To inspire every 
student

to think
to learn
to achieve
to care

What Works?

(Source: Adelman, C. (2006). The toolbox revisited: Paths to degree completion from high school through 
college. Washington D.C.: U.S. Department of Education)

“The academic intensity of the student’s high school curriculum still 
counts more than anything else in precollegiate history in providing 
momentum toward completing a bachelor’s degree.”

Of students who completed a curriculum roughly equal to or greater 
than the 2010 HEAR and needed no remediation:

● 95% earned bachelor’s degrees
● 41% earned graduate degrees

CollegeInColorado.org
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CollegeInColorado.org

What’s Missing?

Adelman’s research suggests that the predictive power of the 
academic intensity of high school curriculums outweigh that of 
Test scores and grades. (pg. 5, 2006)

By moving to top two quintiles on curriculum measure and 
completing math beyond Algebra II:

• Predicted African-American degree attainment improved from 
45% to 73%

• Predicted Latino degree attainment improved from 61% to 79%

• These trends were “considerably greater than the influence of moving into the top 
two quintiles of either test scores or class rank/GPA”

Colorado ACT 2006 
by Race
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Difference in ACT Composite students taking ACT 
Core and <Core

2006 HS Graduating Class
by Race
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